
 

 
                            THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES  

                                                                   WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

 

                                                                     November 4, 2021 

  

 

The Honorable Tom Cotton 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

Dear Senator Cotton: 

 

Thank you for your letter to the Departments of Justice and Health and Human Services (HHS) 

concerning the dismissal of the lawsuit against the University of Vermont Medical Center 

(Medical Center).   

 

As you are aware, HHS recently took steps related to an administrative complaint which 

originated in May 2018, which alleged a possible Church Amendments violation.  The lawsuit 

was dismissed without prejudice on July 30, 2021.  That same day, letters were sent to the 

complainant and the Medical Center advising them of a withdrawal of the August 2019 notice of 

violation.  These letters made clear, however, that HHS would “continue to evaluate the 

underlying complaint.” 

 

Thank you again for your letter.  HHS remains committed to the enforcement of all its legal 

authorities, including statutes which protect the exercise of conscience and religious freedom, 

and we appreciate having the benefit of your views on this matter.  If you have further thoughts 

or questions, please have your staff contact the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Legislation 

at (202) 690-7626. 

 

      Sincerely 

 

 

        

 

      Xavier Becerra 

 

Cc: 

 

Hon. Marsha Blackburn 

Hon. John Boozman 

Hon. Mike Braun 

Hon. Kevin Cramer 

Hon. Ted Cruz  

Hon. Steve Daines 

Hon. Bill Hagerty 

Hon. Josh Hawley 

Hon. Cindy Hyde-Smith 

Hon. James M. Inhofe 

Hon. John Kennedy 

Hon. James Lankford 

Hon. Michael S. Lee 

Hon. Roger Marshall, M.D. 

Hon. Jerry Moran 

Hon. James E. Risch 

Hon. Marco Rubio 

Hon. Ben Sasse 
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Hon. Rick Scott 

Hon. John Thune 

Hon. Robert B. Aderholt 

Hon. Jodey C. Arrington 

Hon. Jim Banks 

Hon. Jack Bergman 

Hon. Andy Biggs 

Hon. Gus M. Bilirakis 

Hon. Larry Bucshon, M.D. 

Hon. Michael C. Burgess, M.D. 

Hon. Mike Bost 

Hon. Ted Budd 

Hon. Kat Cammack  

Hon. Earl L. “Buddy” Carter 

Hon. Steve Chabot 

Hon. Ben Cline 

Hon. Andrew S. Clyde 

Hon. Rick Crawford 

Hon. Jeff D. Duncan 

Hon. Pat Fallon 

Hon. Randy Feenstra  

Hon. Jeff Fortenberry 

Hon. Virginia Foxx  

Hon. Scott Franklin 

Hon. Bob Gibbs 

Hon. Louie Gohmert  

Hon. Bob Good 

Hon. Lance Gooden 

Hon. Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S. 

Hon. Glenn Grothman 

Hon. Michael Guest  

Hon. Andy Harris, M.D. 

Hon. Diana Harshbarger 

Hon. Vicky Hartzler 

Hon. Kevin Hern  

Hon. Jody Hice 

Hon. Richard Hudson Jr.  

Hon. Ronny L. Jackson, M.D.  

Hon. Jim Jordan 

Hon. David Kustoff 

Hon. Doug LaMalfa 

Hon. Doug Lamborn 

Hon. Robert E. Latta 

Hon. Jake LaTurner 

Hon. Debbie Lesko 

Hon. Billy Long 

Hon. Barry Loudermilk 

Hon. Kevin McCarthy  

Hon. David B. McKinley P.E. 

Hon. Mariannette Miller-Meeks, M.D. 

Hon. Alex X. Mooney 

Hon. Barry Moore 

Hon. Blake Moore 

Hon. Gregory F. Murphy 

Hon. Ralph Norman  

Hon. Mike D. Rogers 

Hon. John H. Rutherford 

Hon. Pete Sessions 

Hon. Christopher H. Smith 

Hon. W. Gregory Steube 

Hon. Glenn (GT) Thompson 

Hon. William Timmons IV 

Hon. Tim Walberg 

Hon. Randy K. Weber  

Hon. Joe Wilson 
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